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Application No. 
09/888,941 



Examiner 

Matthew L. Brooks 



7plicant(s) 
BURKES ET Al. 



Art Unit 

3629 
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The MAiUNG DATE of this communication app&ars on the covor sheet with the correspondonce address - 
The amendmenl document filed on 12/19/2005 is considered non-compliant because it has failed to meet the 
requirements of 37 CFR 1.121 or 1.4. In order for the amendmenl document to be compliant, correction of the following 
item(s) is required. 

THE FOLLOWING MARKED (X) iTEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT: 
n 1. Amendments to the specification: 

n A. Amended paragraph(s) do not include markings. 

□ B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined. 

□ C. Other . 

□ 2. Abstract: 

□ A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1.72. 

□ B. Other . 

□ 3. Amendments to the drawings: 

□ A. The drawings are not properly identified in the top margin as "Replacement Sheet, 
"Annotated Sheet" as required by 37 CFR 1 .121(d). . ^ • 

B The practice of sutjmitting proposed drawing correction has been eliminated. Replacement drawings 

showing amended figures, without markings, in compliance with 37 CFR 1.84 are required. 
C. Other J . 



' "New Sheet," or 



□ 
□ 

^ 4. Amendments to the claims: 

□ A. A complete Jisting of all of the claims is not present. , . , 

□ B The listing of claims does not include the text of ail pending claims (including withdrawn claims) 

S C Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status 
of each claim cannot be identified. Note: the status of every claim must be indicated after its claim 
number by using one of the following status identifiers: (Original). (Currently amended). (Canceled). 
(Previously presented). (New). (Not entered). (Withdrawn) and (Wtthdrawn-currently amended). 

□ D. The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numencal order. 

□ E. Other: . 

□ 5. Other (e.g.. the amendmenl is unsigned or not signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4): 



2. 



For further explanation of the amendment format required by 37 CFR 1.121. see MPEP § 714, 
TIME PERIODS FOR- FILING A REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

1 Applicant is given no now time period if the non-compliant amendment is an after-final amendment or an amendment 
filed after allowance. If applicant wishes to resubmit the non-compliant after-final amendment with corrections, the 
entire corrected amendment must be resubmitted. 

Applicant is given one month, or thirty (30) days, whichever is longer, from the mail date of this notice to supply the 
correction if the non-compliant amendment is one of the following: a preliminary amendment, a non-final amendment 
(including a submission for a request for continued examination (ROE) under 37 CFR 1,114), a supplemental 
amendment filed within a suspension period under 37 CFR 1.103(a) or (c). and an amendment filed in response to a 
Qaayfe action. If any of above boxes 1. to 4, are checked, the correction required is only the corrected section of the 
non-compliant amendment in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. 

Extensions of time are available under 37 CFR 1.136(a} onjy if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final 
amendment or an amendment filed in response to a Quayte action. 

Failure to timely respond to this notice will result in; 

Abandonment of the application if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final amendment or an amendment 
filed in response to a Quayte action; or ^ . . 

Non-entry of the amendment if the non-compliant amendment is a preliminajT^rfifendment or supplemental 

amendment. - * 



L 



LegaJ Instruments Examiner (LIE), if applicable 



Telephone No. 



U S. Patent and Trademark Office 



Part of Paper No. 032006 
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Fort Collins, Colorado 80527-2400 

IN THE 

UNITED STATES PATB^T AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Inventor(s): Theresa A. Burkes at al. 
Application No^;^09/888,941 
Filing Date: 06/25/2001 

Xitle: Method for Determining a Warranty Start Date 



Confirmation No.: 9288 
Examiner: M. Brooks 
Group Art Unit: 3629 

RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



APR 2 V 2006 



Mail Stop 

Commissioner For Patents 
PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

TRANSMITTAL LETTER FOR RESPONSE/ AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is/are the following in the above-identified application: 

(X) Response/Amendment ( ) Petition to extend time to respond 

( ) New fee as calculated below ( ) Supplemental Declaration 

( ) No additional fee 

(X) Other: Interview Summary; Copy of Notice of Non-Ccnnpl iant Aiiendmen t 



CLAIMS AS AMENDED BY OTHER THAN A SMALL ENTIT 


Y 




(1) 
FOR 


(2) 

CLAIMS REMAINING 
AFTER AMENDMENT 


(3) 
NUMBER 
EXTRA 


(4) 

HIGHEST NUMBER 
PREVIOUSLY PAID FOR 


(5) 
PRESENT 
EXTRA 


(6) 
RATE 


(7) 

AOOmONAL 
FEES 


TOTAL 
CLAIMS 




MINUS 




0 


X $50 


$ 0 


INDB^. 
CI^IMS 




MINUS 




0 


X $200 


$ 0 


( ] FIF 


PRESENTATION OF A MULTIPLE DEF^NDENT CLAIM 


+ $360 


$ 0 


EXTENSION 
FEE 


1ST MONTH 


2ND 
$4£ 


MONTH 


3RD MOh 
$1020.0 


JTH 


4Th 
$1 


1 MONTH 


$ 0 


S120.D0 




$0.00 


0 


590.00 






OTHER FEES 


$ 


TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE FOR THIS AMENDMENT 


$ 0 



Charge $ 0 to Deposit Account 08-2025, At any time during the pendency of this 

application, please charge any fees required or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 08-2025 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.25. Additionally please charge any fees to Deposit Account 08-2025 under 37 
CFR 1.16. 1.17, 1.19. 1.20 and 1.21. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 



Respectfully submitted, 



(X)l hereby certify that this paper is being transmitt 
to the Patent and Trademark Office - - 
number (g71) 273. 830 D OH 
Number of pages 



eing transmit 
J facsiryille . 



Theresa A. Burkes et al 



I 



By 



A 



£> O 4\ 



Typed Name: Natalie 



Signature: 



James D. Shaurette 

Attorney/Agent for Applicant{s) 
Reg- No. 39,833 . j 

Date: <^jlM[Oh 

Telephone No. : (509) 624-4276 
" - Attach as First Page to Transmitted Papers - 
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Mail Stop 
Commissioner For Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

TRANSMITTAL LETTER FOR RESPON SB AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is/are the following in the above-identified application: 

(X) Response/Amendment ( ) Petition to extend time to respond 

( ) New fee as calculated below ( ) Supplemental Declaration 

( ) No additional fee 

(X) other: Interview Summary; Copy of Notice of Non-Compi iant Amendmen t 



CLAIMS AS AMENDED BY OTHER THAN A SMALL ENTITY 


(1) 
FOR 


<2) 

CLAIMS REMAiNING 
AFTER AMENDMENT 


(3) 
NUMBER 
EXTRA 


<4) 

HIGHEST NUMBER 
PREVIOUSLY PA!D FOR 


(5) 
PRESENT 
EXTRA 


(6) 
fVVTE 


(7) 

ADDITIONAL 
FEES 


TOTAL 
CLAIMS 




MINUS 




0 


X $50 


$ 0 


IN DEP. 
CI-AIMS 




M)NUS 




0 


X $200 


$ 0 


I 1 FIRST PRESENTATION OF A MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM 


+ $360 


$ 0 


EXTB^SICN 
FEE 


1 ST MONTH 


2ND MONTH 


3RD MONTH 


4TH MONTH 


$ 0 


$120.00 - 




£450.00 




§1020.00 








OTHER FEES 


$ 


TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE FOR THIS AMENDMENT 


$ 0 



Charge $_ 



_ _0 to Deposit Account 08-2025. At any time during the pendency of this 

application, please charge any fees required or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 08-2025 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.25. Additionally please charge any fees to Deposit Account 08-2025 under 37 
CFR 1.16, 1.17. 1.19, 1.20 and 1.21. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 



(X)l hereby certify that this paper is being transmitted 
to the Patent and Trademark Office facsimile 

44^ 



"urnber CS7.1)..273ra.3Q0 on 



Number of pages: 19 
Typed Name: Natalie 
Signature 



Respectfully submitted 
Theresa A. Burkes et at 



By 






' James D. Shaurette 

Attorney/Agent for Applicant(s) 
Reg. No. 39,833 



Date: 



Rgv l2/0< (TnAnndFay) 



Telephone No.: (509) 624-4276 
- AHach as First Page to Transmitted Papers - 
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via facsimile to 571-273-8300/ / . / /-^ 
Date of Transmission: 

Typed Name of Person Transmitting Pa per_or^Fee: Natatte King 
Signature: -^"""^ ^---^^^^^^ 
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FILED: June 25, 2001 EXAMINER: Matthew L. Brooks 

SUBJECT: Method for Determining a Warranty Start Date 



ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
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ALEXANDRIA VA 22313-1450 



Interview Summary B 



SIR: 

Applicants wish to thank the Examiner for the courtesies extended to the 

undersigned during the telephonic interviews in the application. Applicants submit 

this Interview Summary merely to clarify the interview Summary mailed by the 

Office on March 16, 2006, In particular. Applicants submit the claims are allowable 

for the reasons set forth in Applicants' response filed December 19, 2005. The 

Examiner telephoned the undersigned and offered to allow the application if 

Applicants amended the claims including adding the limitation of "specified output 

greater than zero." However, during a subsequent interview. Applicants were 

advised that the limitation of "specified output greater than one" would be 

necessary for allowance. Applicants are of the opinion that neither of these 

PDNO. 10O08291-1 
Sena/ No. : 09/888, 94 1 
Interview Summary 8 
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[imitations suggested by the Office are necessary for patentability and Applicants 
submit the claims are patentable without either of the limitations. Applicants 
considered amending the claims merely in an effort to facilitate the prosecution of 
the present application. However, it is and has always been the position of 
Applicants that the claims are allowable without additional amendment for the 
reasons set forth in the response filed December 19, 2005. 

Applicants again thank the Examiner for his time during the interviews and 
Applicants understand that a new Office Action will be forthcoming. 

The Examiner is requested to phone the undersigned if the Examiner believes 
such would facilitate prosecution of the present application. The undersigned is 
available for telephone consultation at any time during normal business hours 
(Pacific Time Zone). 

Respectfully submitted, 
Theresa A. Burkes et al. 




James D. Shaurette 



Reg. No. 39,833 [ 
Date: ZH\0^:> 



PDNO. 10008291-1 
Serial No. : 09/888,94 1 
lntervie\A/ Summary B 
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